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The Free-Houpenr. 





CGNIGI-SCHEGHOGRIG IOS #8 COCHISE ICI 
N°. 29. Friday, March 30. 


Dis te minorem quod geris, imperas. 
fiinc omue principium, huc refer exitum 
Dit multa negledti dederuut 

Hefperie mala luctuofe. Hor. 


THis being a Day in which the Thoughts of 
our Countreymen are, or ought to be em- 
ployed on ferious Subjeéts, I fhall take the Op- 
portunity of that Difpofition of Mind in my Rea- 
ders, to recommend to them the Practice of 
thofe Religious and Moral Virtues, without 
which all Policy is vain, and the beft Caufe de- 

prived of its greateft Ornament and Support. 
Common Senfe, as well as the Experience of 
all Ages, teaches us, that no Government can 
floutithh which doth not encourage and propa- 
gate Religion and Morality among all its parti- 
cular Members. It was an Obfervation of the 
ancient Romans, that their Empire had not more 
increafed by the Strength of their Arms, than by 
the Sanétity of their ee And Cicero, who 
feems to have been better verfed than any of 
them, both in the Theory and the Practice of 
Politicks, makes it a Doubt, whether it were 
poflible for a Community to exift that had not 
a prevailing Mixture of Piety in its Conftituti- 
on. Juftice, Temperance, Humility, and al- 
moft every other Moral Virtue, do not only de- 
rivethe Bleflings of Providence upon thofe who 
exercife them, but are the natural Means for 
acquirfhg the publick Profperity. Befides; Re- 
3 igious 
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lizious Motives and Inftinéts are fo bufy in the 
Heat of every reafonable Creature, that a Man 
who would hope to govern a Society without 
any regard to thefe Principles, is as much to 
be contemned for his Folly, as to be detefted 
for his Impiety. 

To this we may add, that the World is never 
funk into fuch a State of Degeneracy, but they 
pay a natural Veneration to Men of Virtue ; 
and rejoyce to fee themfelves conducted by 
thofe, who aé& under the Awe of a fupreme 
; Being, and who think themfelves accountable 
| for all their Proceedings to the great Judge and 

Superintendent of human A ffairs. 

Thofe of our Fellow-Subjeéts, who are fen- 
fible of the Happinefs they enjoy in His Maje- 
fty’s Acceffion to the Throne, are obliged, by 
all the Duties of Gratitude, to adore that Pro- 
vidence which has fo fignally interpofed in 
our Behalf, by clearing a Way to the Proteftant 
Succeflion through fuch Difficulties as feemed 
infuperable ; by deteCting the Confpiracies which 
have been formed againft it; and, by many 
wonderful Events, weakening the Hands and 
baffling the Attempts of all His Majefty’s Ene- 
mies, both foreign and domeftick. 

The Party, who diftinguith themfelves by 
their Zeal for the prefent Eftablifhment, fhould 
b¢.careful, in a particular Manner, to difcover 
in their whole Condu& fuch a Reverence for 

cligion, as may fhew how. groundlefs that - 

proach is which is caft upon them by. their 

hemies, of being averfe to our national Wor- 
thip. While others engrofs to themfelves the 
Name of The Church, and, in a Manner, ex- 
communicate the beft Part of their Fellow-Sub-~ ° 
jets’; let us:thew our felves the genuine Sous 3 
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of it, by practifing the Do@rines which it teach- 
es. [he Advantage will be vifibly on our Side 
if we ftick to its Effentials; while they triumph 
in that empty Denomination which they beftow 
upon themfelves: “Too many of them are al- 
ready dipt in the Guilt of Perjury and Sedition; 
and as we remain unblemifhed in thefe Particu- 
lars, let us endeavour to excel them in all the 
other Parts of Religion, and we fhall quickly 
find, thata regular Morality is, in its own Na- 
ture, more popular, as well as more meritori- 
ous, than an intemperate Zeal. 

We have likewife, in the prefent Times of 
Confufion and Diforder, an Opportunity of 
‘fhewing our Abhorrence of feveral Principles 
‘which have been afcribed to us by the Malice 
of our Enemies. A Difaffe@tion to Kings and 
Kingly Government, with a Pronenefs to Re- 
bellion, have been often very unjuftly charged 
on that Party whichgoes bythe Name of Whigs. 
Our fteady and continued Adherence to His Ma- 
jefty and the prefent happy Settlement, will the 
moft effeétually confute this Calumny. Our 
Adverfaries, who know very well how odious 
Common-wealth Principles are to the Englijb 
Nation, have inverted the very Senfe of Words 
and Things, rather than not continue to brand 
us with this imaginary Guilt: For with fome 
of thefe Men, at prefent, Loyalty to our King 
is Republicanifm, and Rebellion Paffive-Obe- 
dience. : 

- It-has been-an old Obje@tion to the Principles 
of the Whigs, that feveral of their Leaders, who 
have-been zealous for redrefling the Grievances 
of Government, have-not behaved themfelves 
better than: the Jories in domettick Scenes Of 


Lite: But at the fame-time have been 
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Patriots and private Oppreffors. This Obje- 
ion, were it true, has no Weight in it, fince 
the Misbehaviour of particular Perfons does not 
at all affe&t their Caufe, and fince a Man may 
a&t laudably in fome Refpeéts, who does not fo 
mothers. However, it wereto be withed, that 
Men would not give occafion even to fuch In- 
vectives; but at the fame time they confult the 
Happinefs of the Whole, that they would pro- 
mote it to their utmoft in all their private Deal- 
ings among thofe who lie more immediately 
within their Influence. In the mean whileI mutt 
obferve, that this Reproach, which may be of- 
ten met with both in Print and Converfation, 
tends in reality to the Honour of the Wigs, as 
it fuppofes that a greater Regard to: Juftice and 
Humanity is to be expected: from them, than 
from thofe of the oppofite Party: A:nd it is cer- 
tain-we cannot better: recommend our Princi- 
ples, than by fuch Aétions-as are. their-natural 
and genuine Fruits. 

Were we thus careful to guard our felves in 
a particular Manner againft thefe groundlefs Im- 
putations of our Enemies, and to rifeabove them 
as much-in-our Morality as-in -our :Politicks, 
our Caufe would be always as flourifhing as itis 
jut. It is certain, that. our Notions have a 
more natural Tendency to fuch a Practice, as 
we efpoufe the Proteftant Intereft in Oppofition 
tothat of Popery, which is fo far trom advaneing 
Morality by: its Do@rines, that it has weakned 
orentirely fubverted, many of the Duties even of 
Natural Religion. 

I fhall conclude, with recommending one Vir- 
tue moreto the Friends of the prefent Eftablifh- 
ment, wherein the W’/igs have been remarkably 
deficient; which is a general Unanimity and 
a Concur 
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Concurrence in the Purfuit of fuch Meafures a5 
are neceflary for the well-being of their Coun- 
trey. Asit is a laudable Freedom of Thought 
which unfhackles their Minds from the poor 
and narrow Prejudices of Education, and opens 
their Eyes toa more extenfive View of the pubd- 
lick Good; the fame Freedom of Thought dif- 
pofes feveral of them to the embracing of par- 
ticular Schemes and Maxims, and to a certain 
Singularity of Opinion which proves highly 
prejudicial to their Caufe; efpecially when they 
are encouraged in them by a vain Breath of Po- 
pularity, or by the artificial Praifes which are 
beftowed on them by the oppofire Party. This, 
Temper of Mind, though the Effeé of a noble 
Principle, very often betrays their Friends, and 
brings into Power the moft pernicious and im- 
placable of their Enemies. In Cafes of this Na- 
ture, it is the Duty of an honeft and prudent 
Man, to facrifice a doubtful Opinion to the 
concurring Judgment of thofe whom he believes 
to be well intentioned to their Countrey, and 
who have better Opportunities of looking into 
all its moft complicated Interefts. An honett 
Party of Men ating with Unanimity, are of in- 
finitely greater Confequence than the fame Party 
aiming at the fame End by different Views: 
As a large Diamond is of a thoufand Times 
greater Value whilft it remains entire, than when 
it is cut into a Multitude of fmaller Stones, 
notwithftanding they may, eachof them, be ve- 
ry curioufly fet, and are all of the fame Water. 


